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1. Core Democratic Values: What are they, define

CHAPTER 1

1. What is government

2. Define characteristics of the STATE

3. Three basic kinds of power exercised by each government (legislative, judicial, executive)

4. Difference between dictatorship and democracy, autocracy and oligarchy

5. Origins of the state (how it originate, there are four)

6. Purpose of government

7. Purpose of the constitution

8. Classify governments according to three sets of characteristics

9. Distribution of power in governments (unitary, federal, confederate)

10. Compare a presidential government to a parliamentary government

11. 5 foundations of democracy

12. Define: a. free enterprise system, b. Supply and demand, c. Mixed economy, 
d. public policy, e. state, sovereign, f. compromise

CHAPTER 2

1. a. What are framers, b. what did they do, c. backgrounds of the framers

2. Compare the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan

3. Compromises: a. Connecticut Compromise, b. Three-fifths Compromise, Commerce and c. Slave Trade Compromise, d. Bundle of Compromise

4. Representative Government

5. a. Bicameral, b. Unicameral c. Popular Sovereignty

CHAPTER 3

1. Outline the constitution (Define: Preamble, articles, bill of rights, 27 amendments) 

2. List and explain the six basic principles of the constitution 

3. Four ways to formally amend (change) the wording of the constitution

4. Define: a. Rule of law, b. veto, c. unconstitutional, d. informal amendment, 
e. executive agreement, 

CHAPTER 4


1. Define: a. Federalism, b. division of powers, (give examples) c. delegated powers, 
d. expressed powers, e.  implied, f. powers, g. inherent powers, h. reserved powers, 
i. exclusive powers ,j.  concurrent powers

2. Supreme law of the land

3. Supremacy clause

4. What are the nation's obligations to the states

5. Process of admitting new states who and how enabling act, act of admissions

6. Define cooperative federalism

7. 3 types of federal grants

8. interstate compacts

9. Purpose of the Full Faith and Credit Clause

10. Define extradition, Privileges and immunities clause

CHAPTER 5

1. Define a political party and their functions

2. Major party vs. third party (minor party)

3. Define a. partisanship, b. bipartisanship and c. party in power

4. Compare: Two party system, multiparty and one party systems

5. Why do we have a two party system

6. Define: a. Single member district, b. plurality, bipartisan, c. pluralistic society, d. 

 e. consensus, f. coalition

7. Four types of minor parties and their importance

8. Four basic elements of the national party machinery (structure of the major parties)

9. Define: a. plurality vs. majority, b. incumbent, c. ward precinct, d. split-ticket voting

CHAPTER 6

1. History of voting rights in the United States

2. Suffrage and Franchise

3. Five stages of extended suffrage

4. Power to set voting qualifications is reserved to the States with five restrictions

5. List and define the 3 universal voting requirements

6. Other qualifications (registration)

7. Define: purging, poll books

8. Is there a literacy or poll tax requirement for voting today

9. What does apathy mean

10. The 15th amendment declared that the right to vote cannot be denied on account of _____

11. What were some tactics used to work around the 15th amendment (p159)

12. Gerrymandering, injunction, preclearance

13. The civil rights act of 1964

14. The voting rights act of 1965

15. Voting behavior in the US

16. Define: a. off-year election, b. straight-ticket voting, c. split-ticket voting, d. independent

17. Sociological factors to voting
CHAPTER 7


1. Explain the nominating process and its importance

2. Define: a. nomination, b. general election, c. caucus, d. direct primary, e. closed primary, f. open primary, g. blanket , h. primary, i.  runoff primary, j.  nonpartisan election

3. How does the administration of elections help make democracy work (Federal control)

4. Absentee voting, coattail effect, precinct

5. Compare ballots: Australian, Office-group, Party-column, sample, bedsheet ballot
6. Who invented the first voting machine

7. Campaign spending and sources of funding

8. PACs, FEC

9. Loopholes in the law

10. Compare hard money to soft money

CHAPTER 10 (also refer to notes)

1. Major differences (just top 5) between the House and the Senate (p272)

2. Define: a. Term, b.  session, c.  adjourn, d.  prorogue, e.  apportion, f.  continuous body, g. constituency

CHAPTER 12 (also refer to notes)

1. What is the state of the union address (types of item which are covered)

2. Identify the roles (positions) of congress, define and compare each house

3. Seniority Rule

4. Compare standing committees and select committees (joint committees)

5. Explain how a bill becomes a law starting with the introduction of a bill (who) then where does it go 

6. What does S or HR represent on a bill

7. Define filibuster (no examples please!)

CHAPTER 13

1. Define the 8 roles of the president

2. 3 formal qualifications

3. History of the term of a president and current 

4. Pay and benefit of the president

5. Presidential succession (1, 2 and 3)

6. What are the 2 important roles of the vice president

7. Who is the vice president

8. The framers original plan for presidential selection and the flaws

9. How the election of 1800 and the 12th amendment cured the flaws

10. Define: a.  presidential primary, b. winner-take-all, c.  national convention, d.  platform, e. keynote address

11. Define the Electoral College and the 3 major defects

12. Identify the 4 proposed reforms

CHAPTER 18

1. Why did the Constitution create a national judiciary

2. Duel court system, two kinds of federal courts, inferior courts

3. Compare the types of federal court jurisdiction

4. Jurisdiction, exclusive jurisdiction, concurrent jurisdiction

5. Compare plaintiff and defendant

6. Compare original jurisdiction and appellate jurisdiction

7. How many Supreme courts are there, when was it created, How many justices, how long is a term

8. Briefly explain importance: of these precedent cases: Brown vs. B of E, NJ vs. TLO, Roe vs. Wade, US vs. Nixon, Plessy vs. Ferguson, Mapp vs. Ohio, Dred Scott vs. Sandford, New York Times vs. US

9. Certificate, writ of cert, oral arguments, briefs

